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between the Cleared Reformation and the _ 
Apologeticall Narration, brought rogether by 
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T7 FL Eformat. 1hileſt we the meaneſt of many, &c. wait for uni« 
Wy RET formity in Religion, ſo much deſired by all the Godly in the 


Wa three Kingdoms unto which an entrance 11 made by 2 ſolemn; 
League, and Covenant. 


jt VV. f 
pologet We approve (worthy brethren) your &peation as 


A 
juk, and confeſſe our own defires of it, fo as Refrmation be not 
—_— indebite in a (tfi& jpg bur according toyour lati- 
tude exprefied pag. 15. are (Tay you) neither ſo ignorant , nor ſo 
arrogant as #0 aſcribe to the Church wore its fs. grur phraſe) - 
ſuch abſolute purity and perfeftion, as hath not need, or cannot admit of 
. further Reformation. So you. A golden peace fignifying ſpeech as if 
dropped from the mouth of ſome Chryfoſtome, or conceived by 
fome renews; pluck you that end, and wethe other likewiſe, and 
weſhall be faſtned with a Cordian knot. Of which our endeavour 
| you haye a full teſtimony in our League and Covenant, wherein / 
we ſweat to indeavonr the preſervation of the reformed , Religion in 
| Scotland; weſay of Religion and Reformed; is, or ſhall be ; and till 
l further reformation, we willpreſerve it againſt our common enemies 
= that yaubenotmadetoretreat from that you have wonne. And 
that we will indeavour the reformation of Religion in the Kingdoms of 
England and Ireland in doftrine, worſhip , diſcipline and government, 
according to the Word of God the example of the beſt reformed Churches. 
| So farre the Covenant. Whercin it is as evident as if written with 
#Sunne beame; that the Churches of England have not ingaged 
_ themſelyes to come down to yuu, or do bind you to come to us, 
| bat thecommon rendevous where we muſt all meer is the beſt re- 
for nicd Chnrehes : and that according tv the word of God, which is 
hat Standard of perfection that mult weigh and meaſure our 


_ Unt0 us our afor mity. 
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Reformat. We find onr ſelves bownd again the prejudicer, and mife 
takings of ſome who in te dark are afraid of that which they know not, 
and ſuffer their afſeftions of love and batred to run before their underſtand- 
ing ; and againſt the miſ-repreſentations and indire& aſperſions of others 
who do ſo commend their own. way , that the reformed Churches thereby 
faffer diſparagement ; to give that teſtimony unto the order and government 
of the reformed Ghnrchey , and particularly of the Church of Scot{and; 
which they do well deſerue. + ; 

Apologet. Ah deare brethren, why would ye ſpeak thus ? Do 


fcſſion, pag. 2. where you promiſe that you indeavour nothing but a ſimple 
and innocent manifeſtation and defence, without deſire or intention to give 
the ſmalleſt offence to any who fear G:d, love the truth, and, &r4. So you. 
Let an impartiall Angel ſpeak, whether multitudes of gracious 
kearts are notyultly offended at this bitterneſle ſo unſeaſonab! 

adminiſtred, and applied too, to wrong parties ? Ah, how cafie 
bir by our {elfamiltaſting hearrs (like the forry Artificer that 
Wt makes two cracks, whiles he is patching and hammering up 
one)rather to cauſe prejudices, then cure them.You may be con* 
fident (let all the world Took upon the Apologie and judge) that 
the five Members of the Aſſembly caſt no prejudices upon you, to 
whom you have ſo haſtily replied: And for private barkings 
of inconſiderate and mconfiderable men , they are either un- 


enerally are {ilently intentive, expeCting not paper 

nowrap replycs, but diſputed Politions from the ly, grounded on 
Scripture. And therefore this paper comes abroad onely to be» 
ſcech that on either fide there may be committed no more brea- 
ches of the you Eccleliaftick, and to leave the Apologie (if it 
may be)under the ſame candid opinion that rayed forth upon 
, GR . afore this cloud came and interpoſed. Sure if the Houſes of 
do rag ue Parliament allow any 'of the mbly differing in opinion 
Aﬀcrably. p.s. touching the matters propoſed to them ( whereof Diſcipline is 

: *:* one) to preſent their judgements with their reaſons unto the ſail 
Houſes; you cannot judge it a crime to ſend forth a prodromum 
profimaad to the Parliament to tell them and you how farre they 
cloſe with you and other reformed Churches, and diflent from 
the Separation and Browniſts. And therefore have not deſerved 
to be whipt with a reply. Pardon the phraſe, for indeed - ws 

ma 


ha = 


theſe expreſſions (in the judgement of candor) ſuit with your pro- 


WI ys known or un-owned (as is ſuppoſed ) by men of your gravitic. - 
. All wiſe men 
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(3) 
ſmart ſtroke upon the ſpirits of underſtanding men,and fanding 
forth in and for 2 publick Eccleſiaſtical cauſc to be taxed for 
thoſe who inthe dark are; afraid of that which they know not, and 1a ſuffer 
their affeti ms, &ce to ran. before their underſtanding, &rc. Sweet bre- 
threndo you call yoar books (frequent among us) the government 
of the Church of Scotland the Aſſertion of your government , the peaceable Pu/ 
Plea darkneſſe* Or doyou think that the Elders of the Quinque -- 4 
Fecleſie,ox others that ſtudy Diſcipline to be dark ? Are we not * © 
morall men (volta vitlt ut intellefts intelligit) tounderitand firſt, 
and affe& after? Or wherein hath appeared this prepoſterou(- 
nefſe towards you, whiles the Apologie ſmiles upon you, and 
ſweetly cals you and Holland by name the more reformed Churches, Apol.p 6&” 
doyoa give them oneſuch a kind word in all your Reply ? And 
more then that, you call not your ſel ves, confeſſing a need of further 
Reformation as we noted, and quoted afore. It then they have 
commended your Churches according to your own judgements 
of your ſelves, how hath their commendatian of other Churches 
appeared to diſcommend yours ? eſpecially whiles they com+ 
mend not their own tor ſo perfe&, but that they found a'neceſlity 
of holding this for oneof their three rules by which they walks 
ed, in theſe words; Not to make our preſent judgement and prattiſe a Apolp- 1017, 
binding law unto oxr ſelves for futne, which we likewiſe made continuall + 
profeſſim of xponall accaſions. We had too great an inſtance of our own 
frailty in the former way of conformity ; and therefore in a jealouſie of our "Y For 
ſelves, we kept this reſerve (which we made and conſtant profeſſions f 
of ) toakter aud retral? (though not lightly ) what ever ſbould be diſcovered Wo 


20 be taken up out of a miſunderftanding af the rule.' So tar the Apalog. Z # 


Thete is yet.one thing more that makes the Apologiſts more con» 
fident of their candor, in that 'it received ſo great an approba-= 
tion from ſo pious and learned a man of your judgement , and a 
Member of the Aſſembly : As on = wt fide, though the Af- 
ſembly voted you thanks, yet was it onely for the 4 ou 
gave them, not for the Reply, as it was expreſle (to that 8) 
in the yore, if obſervation fail nor. 

Reformat. pag. 2. Onr wayes ſince our coming into this Kingdom 
have beengand ( ſo farre 4 the truth will ſuffer us ) ever ſhall be , to unite, 
aa not t0 divide; to compoſe rather thento create differences ; the principal 


e-14 of the Aſſembly of Divines. 
24 A222 Apol. 
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Apol, Yer ſo contrary a face and yoice to that, did this paper 
' ſeem ohave at fiit bluſh and ſound thereof, that ſome thoughts 

and throbs of heart beganto doubt wherher this blow (intended 
for a ſecond ) upon an imagination of a firlt, were not given 
_ by ſfometo carry on the defigne of utter diſ-uniting the Preſ- 
byterians from others ; or at leaſt to put them into a capacitie 
ro be challenged and contended with ; till the Title appeared 
By the Commiſſuners of the Aſſembly of $cotland;and then all thoughts 
were turned towonder, that ſuch grave perſonages ſhould once 
think that this their paper could in the leaſt, tend to compoſall, 
or prove pacificatorie ; eſpecially ſeeing it did carry a ſhew of 
taking the bulinefle out of the hands of the Aﬀembly (which you 
_ Here mention) if the Apologie in any thing had been to be bla- 
med. But however notwithitanding this extrajudiciall and ex- 
centricall a& thus happening, we truſt, and ſhall indeavour that 
there may not be the leaſt miſ-contending in any kind about it, 
-though-many godly hearts may be grieved-#t it , and none-can 
helpit. Theſe lines we now pen are rather to intreat all not to 
mifake the Apologie, then to take you up. 

Reformat. pag. 3. The order and government of the reformed Churches 
in the beauty and firength thereof, as it not hidin a corner, wrapped up in 
a myſtery, or, covered under a cloud of darkneſſe,but 14 known to the. Nations 
and kingdoms of the earthy pony profeſſed and prattifed im the eyer of the 
world, ec. ſo it 8 commended and already confirmed by a long trat of 

Fines + | | 
Apol. Yet wepreſume you will joyne ifſue with us in this a» 
gainſt thePapiſts, that neither vifibilitic , nor ſucceſſion are ef- 
Eenciall notes of a true Church. The holy Ghoſt propheſfied rhaz 
the true Church, Revel. 12. ſhould be hid inthe wildernefle for a 
long time; £5 yours and ours were many yeers before Lirthers 
tirhe. . You your ſelves confefle, pag. 16. That the uſtrpation and ty- 
ranny of Prelates and Prelaticall party, did a time fo reigne and rage i 
your Kingdom, vexing the godly Ainiſtery and people, that thoſe that went. 
19 New England durſt not venter to come to you to find a viſible Church li- 
berty. And pag: 11. That you long time could but intend and deſigne the 
government of the Church by Aſſemblies and Prerbyteries. So you. How 
viſible ſoever the Churches be, the eycs of the world ( of which 
you ſpeak) willtgke buy lictle cognizance; orif they do,will givc 
but aflender ceſtimonie to them ; whiles one Church —_— 
. - o | nar 


ts) 

but in ſome peeces of Diſcipline, will ſo diſfavour others thac 
jump not with them. Bleſſed be God ( brethren) that God hath 
made a Rehoboth for you, that you are not now kept up in a cor- 
ner- Though other Churches have not yet attained that inlarge- 
ment of _ and peace, yet they keep not up their minds in a 
myſteryif Narrations, Apologies and Diſputes may make men un« 
derſtand. And as for the clouds of darkneſſe which may cover 
them; who can binder the winds if they blow and bring black 
weather out of the Ny/2h, or ſt, to obſcure them that love not 
toſit out of the Sunne beams ; mnch lefſe tro be wrapt up in black 
ſheets. But they delice with patience and peace to bear all; wait» 
ing till that great Queſtion be reſolved, which Diſciplinebe the 
truly ancienteſt, and of longeſt trab# of time (hic labor, hoc opws ) and not 
to begge the queſtion. 

Reformat. p. 4. The inſtruments which the Loyd uſed in the bleſſed 
work of Reform tion of the Church of Scotland, were not onely learned and 
boly men, but bad ſomewhat in their callings, and gifts, and zeal to the 
glory of God, more then ordinary. Some of them had 4 propheticall ſpirit; 
and ſome of them were hononred to be Martyrs. 

- Apologet. Nor hath the Lord(bleſſed be his name) lefe us with- 
out ſuch. Perſecuted Brightman (whom p.15. you name with ho- 
nour) had thoſe gitts of. learning, rw and ſpirit of prophelſic 
you mention; compare the late eyents both in your dom: 
and ours with his Comment on the Reve/.who though he did 
juſtly preterre your Churches in his time before ſome others, yet 
not a Claſſical! Presbytery before a Congregationall govern- 
ment, for ought that we have read or heard-And what lefle then 
a ſpirit of propheite was in that holy 1artyr perſecuted todeath 
by the Bp. that ſaid, that the Lord would bring in his own diſcipline in x $ am-3. 11, 
bu time in that way #s would make all their eares to tingle: Which Scrip- 
ture yrs, was-conltrued to be treaſon, though fince like a pro- 
= ie it is fulfilled. For martyrdome unto a civill death we can 

ay ſomewhat more, thoygh we do but mention Czrtwrit, and 
Pker, whom you juſtly mention with honour in your Peaceable 
Plea. But we lift not to inlarge; therefore we omir our brethren 
in New England. Becauſe though martyrdome be a kinde of 
ſea], yet being a broad ſeal to all the truths in the Seripture,ir 
doth not diſtinguiſh ad apieem, to put a greater impreſſion on one 


wuth then on another. For in all ome Saints have byſaf” 
SO 3 2 ering; 


Gen.28. 22."] 


(65 


2 Pet.1.12, fering chiefly ſcaled to ſome preſent tr«th : as the s 3,954 againſt 


Tudaiſme, the Saints ix the ten perſecutions againſt Hetheniſme, Atha= 
naſis againit Arrianiſme, Luther againſt Papiſme, Ton againſt Pre» 
lacy. And others againſt an Ecclefiaſticall coalZive power where 
Chriſt hath not ſet]ed ir. 

' Reformat. pag- 7. As the Church of Scotland agreed in ſome 
things with the reformed Churches, ſo it cannot be ſatufatory that any 

. Charch ſbould onely praiſe ſome things univerſally received in the re» 

dChurches. 

Apol. A barerelation of the words of the Apologie is a ſuffi 
cient anſwer tothis, which are theſe. 1 The ſuprane rule without 
1 was the primitive pattern and example of the Churches ereted by the 
Apoſtles. 2 Not to make our preſent judgement and praftiſe a binding 
law unto our ſelves for future. 3 That in matters of greateſt moment and 
controverſie we ſtill choſe to pralliſe ſafely, and ſo as we had reaſon 30 judge 
that all ſorts, or the moſt of all Churches did acknowledge warrant able. So 
the Apolog. By which words it is apparent that their intent and 
endeavour was not onelyto praiſe ſome things univerſally recei- 
ved in the reformed Churches; but to go full as far forth, as the 
Churches founded by the Apoſtiles.But for matters of greateſt mo= 
ment and controverſie, in what particulars the reformed Churches 
(in their beſt judgements left the pattern of the Apoſtolicall 
Churches, there they ſuſpended their aſſent and praftiſe, but 
agate with them in the reſt. Keeping this for a reſerve, that 
when further light ſhould come in, that they might do more 
lawfully, then formerly they durſt do; then to do it, and be diſ- 
ingaged from their former udgement and praGtiſe, which in ct= 

you profelle, pag. 15. ſaying, that the Church of Scotland 
may admit of further reformation. Therefore it is ſuppoſed that 
for the preſent you ozely praCtiſe ſome things of reformation; and 
thatfer fuwre when you have more light and power , you will 
' advance from your  peatont aRtiſe toa further. 

Reformat. pag. 6. They py honowr Luther and Calvin, &c. who 
bad an beart or hand, ec. in the bleſſed work of Reformation, &c. But for 
this to eall us Calvinians, and the reformed Churches Calvinian reformel 
Churches, u to diſgrace the true Churches of Chriſt, and to ſymbolize with 
the P apiſts, wha call themſelves the Catholick,Church, &c. The Separation 
may be well allowed to be called Browniſts. 

Apologet, Ah brethren, from what ſpirit comes all this? _ 

whole 


(7) 
whole defigne of framing a confutation of a plain, fimple, mo» 
deſt, fmgle hearted narration, reliſhed bitter upon multitudes of 


godly and judicious palates. But here we have met (if we miſ- 
take not the drug) with the Co/oqrintida, or it it be intended for 


a better Recipe, it is ſcalding hot, if our taſte fails us not. Can + 
the Apologic poſſibly be conceived in the word Calvinian to in- - 


tend theleaſt grain of diſgrace to any? Is it not the terme uſed in 
all therrue Chrittian Churches for diſtinftions ſake from the 
more corrupt Latheran? Is it not in oppoſition to them (more cor» 
rupt)a terme of honour ? Was it not uſed of purpoſe to decline 
the word Presb:terian, that lefle offence might be taken whiles 
the termes now in controverſie were waved ? Doth not the Apo=- 
logie deeply profeſſe that multitudes of Churches in England 
were true Churches; and yet for honour of you, cals the Chur= 
ches of Scotland more reformed ? But you objct, that this us to (ym 
bolize with the Papiſt, who call themſelves the Cath1lick Church : we 
take your obje&ion to be our full anſwer. As ſure as the Papilts 
donot intend to diſgrace themſelves in calling themſelves Ca- 
. tholicks; ſoſure is it beleeved that the Apologiſts who are Calvi- 
nia; in DoRtrine at leaſt (if not more) did nor intend to diſgrace 
themſelves and the brethren ( holding the ſame doftrine and 
eruch) with the terme Clavinian. Yet, as if in revenge, you ding 
the words Separation, and Browniſts againſt the A ologilte , who 
had ſoclearly renounced that rigid opinion and way in theic 
—- As if yuu had forgotten, or did intend to miſ-apply 
what you had ſaid but the next line afore quoted out of Hierome. 
viz. If any where we find men profeſſing Chriſtianity,called by the parti= 
cular names of men, know them to be th: ſynagogue of Antichriſt , and not 
the Church of Chriſt. Oh unhappie conjunftion; oh heavy appli» 
cation, oh coal-black termes ; Quod ego Wn prefſtat 
componere fluius. Were it not for patience, nay that would hardly 
doit; wereit not for reverence of you and your Nation;an home 
anſwer would be ſhaped, toſuch a miſ-ſhapen miſpriſton. Bur eo 
love istolive. The Kingdom is on fire, we need not hold coals 
to one another. Peace be upon the ſons of peace z Bur let not that 
imputation fall upon us, to ſet our houſes on fire to roſt our own 


eto 
rmat. pag. 10. Nothing was farrer from their thoughts and in- 


tentions then to fi ame in theirown forge a lesdian rule anſwer able to any 
dow particles 


Apol-p.5. 


(8) 
particular form of exnll policy, or compliable with State ends. 

Apolog. Whether theſe words in the Apologie, pag.3. (for yeu 
eread upon the heels of the Apologie ſtep after ſtep ) Fe had no 
new Common-wealths toreare, to fr ame Church government unto, do pro= 
yoke toany ſuch anſwer, let all indifferent men judge. For who 

' doth net know that you had no new Common-wealths to reare? 

3 1» This might farre calter been underſtood of New England, and 

a without ſurmiſc of any blamelaid upon them, who had the 

ings Patent for what they did in policy , as Gods Word for 

Church government , which they have followed cloſe with a 
greatgcal ofjudgement. +. 

Reformart. pag. 11. Nor do we know any reaſon why education in 

| ſound dofrine, and true worſbip ſhould be accounted 2 matter of thankeſ* 
\ giving to God, and yet ſhould glory in thy, that we are not by education in= 
- Wihdeged in any one form of Diſciplinegand Church government, but left to our 
ay” a /clvesto be moulded by our own private thoughts. - 
as = Apolog: There isno ſuch _— in the Apologic, as to 
2 thank God for their diſengagednefle trom, or non education in 
true reformed Churches. They cxprefle their ſorrow, that the 
defilement of the Churches of England, cauſed their exilement: 
out of the Churches of England. Their naked words are onely 
Apyp-4 | "rn IV: were not engaged by eaucation, or otherwiſe, to any other of the 
= p eformed Churches. And for your intimated charge of being /eft to 
0 themſelves to be moulded by their own private thenghts , touching Church 

'* & £-* government, their own words do moſt tranſparently clear them. 

Apol-p. 4 We were not engaged (ay they) by educatiar, &c. t0 other of the reform- 
: ed Churches ; yet we conſulted with reverence what they hold forth both in 
writings and praftiſe. We had the advantage of all that light which the 
conflifts of our Divines (the good old No conformiſts) had ſtruck forth in 
their times; and the draughts of Diſcipline, which they. had drawn. We 
had likewiſe the fatall miſcarriages and ſhipmracks of the Separation 
(rrhom ye call Browniſts ) as land-marks to forewarne us of thoſe rocks and 
ſbelzes they ran upon, and to enquire into the principles that might be the 
cauſes of their diviſions. Laſt of ally we had the recent and later examples 
of the wayes, and prattiſes (and thoſe improved to a better edition and 
greater refinements &c.) of thaſe gripe, of godly men of our own Na- 
tion, almoſt to the number of another Nation, and among them ſome as-boly 
ard judicious Divines as this Kingdom hath bred. All-which we looked 
z7p0u nakedly according ts the Ward of God. Thus the Apologie. Out 


of 
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ofwhich words the venemous ſpider of enyy cannot (much lefle 
ou brethren that are men of a better ſpirit )Jextra&t and draw 
Jaſtly this concluſion, Thhe Apologiſts intended to mould a govern» 
ment in and by their own private thoughts. They were not ſo left to 
themſelves by the oppotitions of the times,bur that they carried 
with them the golden meaſuring recd of the Word of God ; and 
did with all the judgement and divine affittancethey had , mea» 
ſure and ſquarecvery inch as they buil r doth it yet appear 
to ſome that wiſbly look after theſe this, in what maceriall 
things their buildings differ from others, anlefle about the gene- 
rall and common roofe, whether it fhall be the monſtrous Arches of 
Epiſcopacy, or the cemented va#ls of a clafſicall Presbytery , or of 
Feruſalem work of an ApoſtolicallCouncell. And this maine queſti» | 
onis now among them, os penes arbitrium eſt, & vis, &+ norma lg» , Waſp 


Reformat. pag. 11. The Churches planted by the Apoſtles, if not at 
forſt,zet afterwards were of | _ mumber in one City, then did, or could 
ordinarily aſſemble in one place for the worſbip of God, and therefore had a 
plurality of Paſtors, and Officers, which made a common Presbytery for gox 
verning the whole. . 

Apologet. Theſe words makes a ſpeech of a Judge at an Aſſizes 
touching Lent-faſtings to come to mind. Who ſaid, that be cou!d 
prove that Lem-f tings were of Apoſtoli:all inſtitution for the lait ſix 
bundred yeers. Whereuponone handing by taid to another of his 
friends, That all the craft and cunning lay in this, for the Fudge to prove 
it to be Apoſtolicall fur the firſt fie himdred yeers, or the firſt hundred or firih 
fourty yeers. Bur to return to the Apologie; whoſe words are - *® 
milde, and ſoft, but as wooll-packs deadning Cannon ſhot, that 
the bullets can dono hurt, can make no battery. We could not Apo!. p13, 
(faith the Apologie) but imagine that the firſt Churches planted by the 
Apoſtles, were ordinarily, of no more in one City at firſt, then might make 
wp one entire congregations ruled by their own Elders, that alſo preached to be 
them : For that in every City where they came, the number of converts did, = Kage 0) 
or ſbould ariſe to ſuch a multitude as to make ſeverall and ſundrieCongre- urged to prove 
gations, or that the Apoſtles ſhow!d ſtay the ſetting up of any Churches at all, « Prexbyrery, 
wntill they roſe to ſuch a numerous multiplication as might make ſuch a 3s formerly 
Pregbyteriall combinationywe did not imagine. We found alſo the Non ppc by the 
* cor formiſts in their anſwer to. the arguments - for Epiſcopal geyern= ,, ns ot C 

. | pile 
nicnt over many Churches, browght from the i ances of the multitudes of copacy. 
; beleevers 


Obſerve that * 


(10) 

beleevers at Jeruſalem, and other places and Cities mentioned in the New © 

Teftament, to aſſert, that it could not be infallibly proved that any thoſe 

we read of in the ACts, or elſewhere, were yet ſo numerous, a& neceſſarily to 

exceed the limits of one particular Congregation in thoſe firis times. So the 

7 = Apologic. The word afterwards hath a large extent , and there+ 

h fore doth not punQually tell us whether you mean after the Apo» 
Mes times orwher, and therefore doth nothing weaken the A 

logic, and fo you an muſt leave it as we found it unblemiſhe 

edin this, as the reſtFwhich is the onely defigne in this paper, 

leaving it to diſpnrarion to be diſcuſſed ont. 

© Reformat. pag. 13. To avonch when we are not challenged, that we 

aſcribe more to the. Magiſtrate then the reformed Churches do, they being 

faithfull ro their own principles of Kecleſiafticall government, may ſuſfcr a 

0  >..9., harder conſtrution then ze our ſelves wou'd willingly undergo, or put upon 

b _ "xp of men who ſeek not their own things, but the things of Fe# 

Fo * fwChrift. | 

Apolog. Let the world Judge whether the Apologizers and thoſe 

e&&+ of their judgements were not challenged, when the Peaceable Plea 

| | cals them, not onely in the book, but in the title of the book in 

q, J the face of the world, Independents. Which the Apologie could 

V —» 1 not but upon Juſt grounds, count ar aproud and inſolent ray 

q Pho! P23. 10 affume) and 4 et of tlefiance againſt what ever power, Spiritua 

4.4 .* go Cil;from eat ſhould be conceived to own it; and ther 

fore do in exprefle words there abhor it, and deteſt it : that Chur- 

| '* ches, and Magiſtrates ſhould not looſe the true face of their 

ig3- Judgement in ſuch a ſwelling title. For if upon a grofle errour of 

Confule B® an another Church they dare exerciſe onely a non communion with 

| 2am de Hes jt, which after you call no axthoritie ; then there is more left for 

reticis a civili the Magiſtrate to do, then when you have excommunicated it, 

Magiftr which you call there, your power. So likewiſe when a claflicall 

prviendrs. Presbyteric, of many Miniſters and lay-men, and thoſe of great 

place and power in the Common-wealth, ſhall authoritatively 

rule all matters of fixtic or an hundred Pariſhes that are but 

mixtly Ecclefiaſticall but partly ſecular or civill,if ſome of them 

not ſo altogether, one would think now that here were left lefle 

to the Magiſtrate, then when every one of thoſe ſeyerall Pariſhes 

regularly gathered into- a Church way do meddle with .no- 

thing, as Churches, but things purely Ecclefiaſticall; leaving the 


- - reſttothe Magiſtrate who is the civill power over them all. We 
» 2 ; gLve 


Shel © 
(11) 


give forthe preſent ſome ſmall inſtance to take off the prejudices 

of us that may beinſtilled into the minds of civill power by the 

abhorred name of Independancy; and not to bring any or their 

way into an odiumwith any; as we hopethey in their books that 

haveſo oft up the names of Separation, Browniſme , Independancy, - 

P s take Pu &c. donot intend torender us odious. For till 

Church government be clearly diſcuſſed according to the Scrip« 

tures, the ſcale is even which fide (to uſe your own words) doth 

moſt imitate the P agans and Infidels of old, the P apiſts, Prelater, and Ar= Reform.p.13« 

minians of late to make the way of Chriſt batefull to Princes and Mags 

ftrates. And till it doth appear whoſe principles are cloſelt tothe 

rule of the Word, all will tay (inyour phraſe) that they give fully 

& much as any, to the Magiſtrate as God in bis Word giveth them ; and 1 

cannot be more or leſſe. And for our own parts, to waſh our own | 

hearts from ſiniſter intentions, we with a curſe upon thoſe de * 1, 
T 


ſignes, that ſhall flatter men to facilitate a forming,and winding 
in of a Diſcipline that ſhall not bethe cloſeſt ro the Scriptures, 

| Reformat. pag. 17. No ſooner is the Prelaticallp arty by the power 
and bleſſing of God begun to be ſubdued in thus Iſland, but ariſeth unexpet- 
edly the oppoſition on the other hand, waiting the opportunity, ſtronger then | | 

it was before, which moved ſome of our Divines of late to write on this Ar AO 
hand in defence of the government of the reformed Churches, as others bad | A” 
done before them in other Churches. In France Beza againſt Morelius * Quideſi E- 
Sadeel. Two Nationall Synods alſo of the reformed Churches in France, piſcopus ad 
the one at Orleans, 1561. Another at Rochel, 1571, Pretbyternn? 

Apolog. It ſhould ſeem by your own quotations here that long Nihilhic dif 
before your No ſooner, &c. not ſtaying to wait this opportunitie, lears fert ab illo, 
ned and godly men haye written, neer an hundred ycers fince u2us enimeſt 
againit Claſlicall Presbyteries, and for Congregationall Chur- ordo, & 114 
'ches. Belides thoſe many worthy famous men which you quote (inquit) ho- 
with honour in your Peaceable Plea. As for Mr. Bezz againſt zor, & wa | 
Aorelis Sadeel, his Trat is not at hand, and therefore we can» dignitas. In 
not uow ſpeak to it particularly, But this you know;that an ho» ponit mans 
nelt Aerim a Presbyter is condemned by a pious and learned Epi piſcopus?ita 
þb nu as guiltic of hereſie, for ſaying that a Biſhop did not differ etiam Precby- 
from a P resbyter, but that a Prerbyter wat as high in dignity and order at ter,ec. Eyip. 
the Biſhop *, That to celebrate the P aſeover was Fewiſp, That the prayers contr2 heveſ: 
of the'l 13ng did not profit the dead. That their ordained (ct F aſts Durta li. To-l.cas 
& fro Sabbato were not to be obſeryed, Yetthe ſame zbanixs (who 75. 
: 4 Ws flouriſhed 


he 
= 


WG, = dn: 
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b LY about the yeer 365. after Chriſt, ſo long fince ) confeC« 
* 24 feth, that Aerius was not alone inthis opinion, hut multitudes more, keeps 
Wn agham ing together ('in form of a particular Church ) with the ſaid Aerims, their 
multirudi= T,ver, al of them living very ſoberly. For the two Synods you men<= 
nem 9" tion, for want of copies of them (nor do we in' this biifinefſe de« 
4, 14m hiremach torurn over books,but take what is ready at hand,an- 


allexit. lefſe hereafter we ſhall be forced thereunto) we ſhall ſpeak bur a 
Fugabatur word'in-generall; that as one ofthe beſt of our Englith Articles 
autem iſe tcl] ns, Conneels have and mayerre, therefore Syyods. If Paphnutins 
cam fin ab ere alive, he could tell us by experience. Chrifts eniightning 
Ecclefus, & 


. 2 .- andleadingprefenceismuch according tothe orderly gathering 
45/7:24: VICH, and managing of Synods. And for the Proteſtant Churches in 
a cavitatts France; liwe may beleeveour cares hearing the reports of ſome 
bus. Sepe of the Miniliters of the French Churches here in England ( confi- 

Fee 9M derabletooasthe Dutch) or oureyes in reading the Eccleſiaſti- 
muta ſtation call Diſcipline of the reformed Churches in France, many mate- 

4 82 2Mes rial particulars, and paſſages are forus; which we omit here, as 
not intending a diſpute or largenefle in any thing. So that if 

. things beweighed we are not ſo alone, or lreterogeneall, as that 

4 we deſerve the opinion that we ſhould not be for the Reformed 

Churches ſo far forth as they be reformed, at leaſt as much as the 

* Prerbyterians. WANT s 
To thoſe intimations of Reform. pag.19. that the Apologizers 
exile was voluntary ; they carried away Churches with them, ard 'eft 
the other Churches, that ſtayed behind, expoſed to the enemie 3 The 
Apol. hath no moreto ſay at this time, bur this. That their exile 
*Voluvtate at moſt was bur as 2olzortary, as the Seamens * _— their lading 
intothe Sea, toſave themſelves from drowning. They took no 
morethen Chriſt gave them: when they perſecaze you in one place, fy 
into another, «« Chriſt and bis parents did. And they did no more ex- 
poſe the Church to the enemie, then as in all ages other godly 
Colonies of Saints have done in departing to Francfort, Holland, 
| and New Exgland,lefithey themifelves alſo had been ſwallowed 
up too, and the other Churches never an i9ta relieved by it; but 
kept-chemſclves for a reſerve, to afſiſtthe Church at their return. 
Hoping that if they-were blamed for their vlwntary departing, 
ſhall not for their 20/nntary return 3 to wexpoſe the Church to 

* the leaſtclawzor ſhadow of Prelacy. nor, 0 
Reformat:- p. 22. Tolimit the cenſure of excommunication, in matter 


of 


mixta ſemi=- 
plena, with 
an nnwil- 
ling will. 


- 
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(13) 
of opinion to the common and-uncontroverted Seve 1 and in 
the matterof manners to the common and univerſall aQiſcs 
of Chriſtianitie, and in both ro the parties known light, s the 
ous d (Frine of the Armini ans, and Socinians,openeth 2 wide doore, 
end proclaimeth liberty to all other pradtiſes and errours which are not fans 
damentall, and univerſally abhorred by all Chriſtians, and tendeth to the 
overthrow of the Reformed Religion, which we wiſh all ſound and ſober 


farvits tv abſtain from, leſt it render them and their profeſſion fuſp:Fed of 


ſome ſuch opinions a1d pradtiſes, as in cvavitie we j114ge to be far from their 
minds and wayes. 

- Apolog. It Pagans and I:fide!s do not praftiſe, and Papiſts, Pre- 
lates, Socinians, Arminians, Browniſts, Separatiſtr, &:. do not hold 
ſomecommon truths with Chriitians ( as {ence is common- to 
men and beafts) we cannot bt condoll our condition,that when 
we aſſert (again? mi{-opinion of us)that wegive to Magittrates 
as much as the Presbyterians do,weare compared to Pagans, I 
fidels, Prelates, &c. as bripgine the way of Chritt into hate with 
Princes: when we ſpeak for a conforming of Church govern- 
ment tothe cloſelt agreement with the Scriptures, we are compa= 
red to Browniſts, Separatiſts, Tadependcnts, and Popular Anarchie. 
When we judge that excommunication ſhould nc be but of per- 
ſons preſumed to fin againlt their own light, &c. we are compa» 
red to Sycinians and Arminians, if nag ſemi-ſuſpetted to be ſuch, 
though not by any Engliſh heart. It theſe be right forms of con- 
faration, the common people will begin to pride up themſelves 
as tO haye ſaid ſomewhat to the Queſtion now in controverkie, 
whiles they aſſert (inſtead of better arguments) that a Biſhop 5e a 
Prerbytery contr.atied; and a Preslytery is a Biſhop dffofed. The farmer 
is asa prelident ; the other as a Commiſſion exerciſed by many. 
Doth not this very particular ofexcomminication teſtifie for us 
that the Congregational way doth leave more tothe Magiſtrate, 
then the Presbyteric do?Many offences are to be puniſhed bodily, 
by the Civiil Magittrare, that are- not to be cenſured with that 
ſpiritual higheſt cenſure of Excommunication. Which being a 
fourting ou of bexuer, and a giving npto Satan, had need of better 
grouene then mens finning of iimplicitie, or ignorance: The very 

relates, at leaſt pretended wilfu]t obitinacy for their Excommu= 
nications. And the great puniſhment of Excommunication in- 
ficted for ſmall faults, will make the puniſhment at laſtfmall in 

3 


The erue copy 
of theApology 
is thus. Excom- 
munication wef 
iudge ſhould 
be peit in exe- 
cution for no 
othec kind of 
fin, thin may 
cvident'y be 
preſumed to be 
perpetrated 
agiinſt the 

px ucs known 
lizhr, as whe- 
ther it be a 11 
in manners & 
converlatcn, 
ſuch as is com» 
mirted againt 
the light of na- 
rure, or the | 
common rccet- . 
ved practi {es 
of Ghriſtiaunry 
protelled inthe 
Church of 
Chriſt, Or ifin 
opinion, then 
ſach as are 
WMrewiſe ccn- 
rrary to *he re* 
ceived prin- 


* Ciples of Chri« 


ſtianiry, & the 
power of 2nd- 
lines profeii:d 
by the paz ty 
himſelf ,& T's 
vcrſally ac- 
knowledge 4 

in all th- re 
of the © hur- 
ches, and no 
ceth r fins robe 
the ſub'eR of 
that dreadiull 
ſ. ntence. 
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the eyes of men. Bat if it be reſtrained: to. great faults again 
the partics light, men will think the puniſhment robe like the 
fin. And yetno doareſert open to other vices;which Civil power 
may punith externally for the fa&; whiles Churches look upon 
faults ſpiritually in relation tothe mind,with what wil chey were 
community | - Gi 
Ormat. pag. 23. 7wo maine objections are made againſt the prin*. 
ciples and pratly of the order and government of the on ra 
One % that there 1s no need of authoritative power of Presbyteries, and Sy- 
nods, and that the exhortation of particular Churches one to another , the 
ey ja of one againſt another, and the withdrawing of communion 
one from another, may be a ſufficient remedieg and no leſſe effe@uall againſt 
all offences then Excommunication it ſelf; eſpecially if the Magiſtrate 
ſhall vouchſafe hs aſſiſtance, and interpoſe hit authoritie, for ſirengthning 
the ſentence of Non communion. 

Apolog. There is not one word in the Apologics diſcourſe of 
this point to extenuate the powerof Symogs; which being accor« 
ding tothe Scriptures, they hold them inthe higheſt olteeme that 
ever the Scripture advanced. them to. And on the other fide, 

- they there give us an expreſſe,that beſides the ſaid exhortations, 
proteſtations, and Non communion, that they prefeſſe them- 


'4%,-3 <a {elveseverto ſubmit,and alſpto be moſt willing to have recourſe 


to the civill Magiſtrate intergoling a power of another nature, 
upon his particular cognizante, and examination of ſuch cauſes. 
Reformat. pag. 21. 22». Tothe ſaid objettion we anſwer, 1 ( for 
there are5 anſwers by wayofdireft confutation)thit thi objettion - 
Japeſerh a caſe, which hath not been found in the Church of Scotland for 
e ſpace of exghtie yeers, and beleeve was never beard of in any of the Re 
formed Churches, except thoſe of the Separation : the pronouncing of Non 
communian or Excommunic#tion againit a whale Church. Our Excommur 
nication bath been executed but ſeldome againſt particular members, never 
againſt a whole Church, and we r—_—_ all be ; and therefore thus 
imagivarie fear of that which never falleth out 34 not conſiderable, rules are 
made for ordimarie, and uſuall caſes. + . 
lg. Who that haveſeriquſly read and weighed rhetApor + 
- logie, and thercin their diſclaiming of the Separation properly 
ſocalled, their owning the Churches of Scotland and many in 
England for true Churches, their juſt account of their praftiſe in 
Holland, and their proceedings towards the Church miſtakin A 
| | | wou 


(75) 
would after all this call the Apologizers Churches , Churches of 
the Separation; unlefle withal! they expreſt they meant Separation 
from the Prelates wayes, as Scotland and England now do. Buc 
what ever truce Churches be named, we ſee no reaſon (though 
others beleeve qw4d fultum noneſt, nec fieri poteſt 3 that which never 
hath been, never fhall be) bur that they may be incident and li- 
abte to fall into that caſe of having to do with a whole parti- 
cular Church erring ; eſpecially till thoſe ſwarmes of Anabapriſts, 
Antinomians, &c. which have been ſo oft intimated and founded 
in our eares,be allayd. You (brethren your ſelves) ſuppoſe more, 
and therefore yo1 may ſuppoſe the leffe. For in yoar ſeconl1an- 
fwer to this obſe&tion (as you call it) you ſuppoſe that two , or 
more C hurches may mutually proteſt and pronomnce the ſentence of non cone« 
muwmior one againſt another. Inwhich caſe, fuy you, pronouncing of non 
commu"1.1 would prove rather a meane of diviſion, then of union, and 
there wou'd be no remedy (where the cenſure 11 mutuall ) to compoſe this 
difference, un'eſſe there be 2 common Presbytery, or Synod made up of the 
whole. To which we anſwer, that this caſe hath befallen Provin= 
ces, and National prelaticall Churches, in matterof Excommur 
nication too, cach of them having a ſeverall Pope in them have 
excommunicated one another. And we ſee not that antidote in 
one of the wayes you mention, namely, a C/aſſi:allProvinciall Preſs 
bytery, but that' one provinciall Presbytery may proteſt againſt 
and excommunicate the other. For the other way ( for you pro- 
nd two, and we are willing totake the belt) namely , a Na- 
tionall Syzod, gathered and guided according to the Scriptures, 
we willingly embrace. And they that will not take the judge» 
ment of ſuch a- Synod, having no Scripture to alledge juſtly, 
againittheir reſoJutions, let them fall into the hands of the Ma- 
giltrate, the Preſeryer of the publick peace. This ſame reply ſerves 
to your third and fourth anſwer: We need adde but a word in 
reply to your fifth anſwer, wherein you demand by what proba- 
bility it can be made to appear to anyrationall man, and indifferent mind, 
that no anthoritie ſhall be & valid 4s authoritie againſt the obſtinate, that 
Via admonitionis & requifitionis 3 equall with Via citationis, & 
publicz authoritatis? Fo which we anſwer, that if it be ſtated 
that that is autbyritie, which'is Scripture authocritic (and not cle) 
and'that to be moſt valid that convinceth and conquers a7 eli- 
cItos, the mind, rather then that which dorh 'onel7 manacle and 
conkraine 
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conftraine, alturemperator, the outward carriage; the demand is ſoon 
anſwered. Is the way of admonition, proteſtation,and non com« 
munion, no amthoritie ? Is that no authoritie that tels ns we mx 
give no offence, Better 4 milſtone were hanged about ines neck , audbe caſh 
znto the Sea then to offend a weaker brother. That we were better not eat 
fleſb then to offend, exc. Oris it no authoritie, when a whole Church 
after faſting and prayer, and clear diſpucation, ſhall tell the ob- 
ftinate erring, that yupanthole grounds they will withdraw from 
them as from Heathens and Publicans ? The truth is, that. the pre « 
laticall men have made mnch uſe af this your caſe alledged to 

lead for Biſhops, as moſt neceſſarie to keep Churches in union, 
Pa Gods authoritic held forth tous in. the jadgements of Na- 
tionall Synods according tothe Word, will prove more cffe&a-» 
all then any humane inſtituted way; wharſqerer,. to \unite 
Churches. | . 

Reformat. pag. 24- The other obj. tion 14; that by this authoritie and 
order of government, one Church hath power over another: which ut contra« 
rie to that libertie and equalitie Chriſt hath endewed big Churches with, 
and i no other but a new prelaticall dominion fet- over the Churches: of 
Chriſt. Tothis ( ſo you) we anſwer. 1 That we are far fron impoſing 

uch collateral power. The power which we maintain # aggregative 
Ph Offi-ers of many * dEae tos over the particular meiberr;in which 
(a5 in the naturall. and petieg ck body ) ane member us not ſu jef7 to another, 
but ifto the whole. 2 It is ( ſay you) a miſerable miſtake to compare Preſe 
byteries and Prelates together. For the Conrts of Prelates are altogether 
forrain and extrinſecall to the Congregations, over which they rule. But the 


ſtors and Elders of the par ticadar Congreggtions ever which they are- 
” þ male over them, but 


ber without the knowledge, ard conſent of the particular Congregation that 


ir particularly concerned the 


I \ 


es jn,0he Lord, But we heare 
MANYES 15 on 


not you ſay that they choſe their Officers to rule over themſclyes 


are readie enough ro conſent 10 to rutes which is as extrinſecall 


as Epiſcopacie, it Epiſcopacie be as intrintecail as Presbyterie. 


For are not Biſhops choten by the people at their inftalment; 
wherecuftomarily people are allowed to make any juft excepri- 
on ; and hath in part bcen praftiſed in England , though with 


Hiermimws tels us) Vnus eligebatur qui ceteris preponoretur, &c.. To 
av11id ſchiſme, one of the claſſi:a/l Pregbytery was ch1ſen to be as Chair=mm 
overthem all in their Conhittoric, who trom being 1o annually, 
at laſt becameſo tor his life time, and ſo hence was born Epiſco- 
pacy- Beſides we know that the Bifhop and his Chaplains, 
Chancellour, Archdeacon, Regilter, &c. were pariſhioners with= 
in their own Dioceſe; if not Elders or Officers in their feverall 
congregations. And people formerly have beci as willing they 
ſhould reigne, as ever any people were in your Kingdom to have 
the Presbytegic over them. And the Biſhops on the other fide did 
as cunningly comply with the Congregations ; they groundin 

their Court proceedings upon the Church-wardens or Pariſh 
Elders preſentments upon the peoples complaints and teſtimony, 
and did not paſſe an Excommunication without the ſubſcription 
of the hand of a Minitter or two of that Archdeaconric,or Coun- 
tie-Presbyrteric; angiat of all, the Excommunication was nor 
pronounced without the conſent of the Minitter of the particu] ar 
—_—_— Sothat it is clear, it is not peoples colin onely, 


burif according tothe Word, that makes a government lawfull. 


God hath chalked out to us patterns of people chaſing Officers 
for the congregation. And congregations chufing men for Sy= 
nods or Councels, but not ( as we conceive) of chufing men to 
make a middle clafſicall Presbyteric. What ever plaufible ſhews 
's reaſon may ſeem to commend a way, yet onely Gods way hall 

ayethe blefling of God npon it. And it it cannot be reſolved on 
all hands as yet, clearly which is it, let that your golden ſpeech 


little ſucceſle in their domineering times? Jait as anciently,(as 


' and others; though wehear you lay thar the Oiiicers themſelves 


be written upon all your ations. That thoſe that are m»ſt averſe to £9 


Presbytery if they allow no material difference in doGrine, worſhip, or pra” Reform-p.26, 


iſe, might inj'y their peace, and all comforts of their Miniſtery, and pros 
feſſion under it, without controlment of that anthoritative power which 
C they 
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they ſo mach apprehend. We have been of late made A BOTALE 

rrary, by the reports of ſome (not of meaneſt rank)of your own 

Nation, bat now wedefireratherto hope upon your wards here 

given under your own'hands, then fear by reaſon of theirs. Trixt- 

ing alſo that as you werekindly invitcd toour Aſſembly, ſo you 

-will be as helpfull to our poore Churches as your Armies by Gads 

bleffing are like to be the Common-wealth; according as both Nas 

_ tions have vowed to ndeavour the reformation of Religion inthe Kingy 

doms of Englmd and Ireland in Doftrine, Worſpip, Diſciplines and Ge- 

Ref, 2 6/ vernment, according to the Word of God. | 

wa We crave leave to conclude with your own words, hoping we may as con» | 
Bdently ſteak them as you did ; namely, That ſo much tor the preſence 

have we ſaid, not for confutation, but meerly for juſtifying our 

own and other reformed Churches againſt ſuch miſ-repreſent» 

ings and miſtakings, as in matters of Religion are too frequent 


in this place, atthis time, &c. o// 


II OI 


